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DSFP: raw HRMS data of samples stored in a 
„digital specimen bank“ for retrospective analysis
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NORMAN DSFP

• Spatial distribution of contaminants

• Exceedance of threshold values 

• Increasing trends
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Early Warning System 

• IMPORTANT: data to correctly identify an 
emerging risk at an early stage are typically 
limited or of poor quality. 

– Use a transparent and rational approach for signal 
identification and characterisation that is able to 
deal with knowledge gaps

‘Signal’ - a manifestation of an emerging chemical issue or 
risk by measurement or observation, providing information on 
its nature, sources and causes. (WHO Chemical risk 
assessment network workshop, 20-21 February 2019, 
Bilthoven, The Netherlands) 



Categorise 
early warning 

signals 

Early warning signal has been recognised to be of 
concern and should be submitted to a proper 

assessment and to regulatory action(s)

Concern related to a particular early warning 
signal is insufficiently evidenced and should be 
further assessed when information becomes 

available

Early warning signal is currently not of concern 
based on the available information
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NORMAN EWS objectives 

• Identify substances with: 
– Evidence of exposure and potential risk 

– Knowledge gaps that prevent appropriate risk assessment and management 
measures

• Optimised use of novel tools:
– NTS = wide-scope target & suspect & non-target screening 

– Existing databases 

– Literature data

– Modelling tools

– Biological tools and/or virtual EDA

• To obtain more exhaustive analysis of:
– The current status of knowledge 

– Future trends for a large list of chemicals as individual compounds and as 
mixtures



Actions ? 

• Actions organised by NORMAN vs actions to 
be performed under pilot EWS of DG ENV? 

• Best way to collaborate? 


